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The Haryana Police lobbed sev-
eral rounds of tear gas shells,
including through drones, at
Punjab-Haryana borders near
Ambala and Jind to prevent
farmers from reaching Delhi as
thousands of farmers started
from di�erent parts of Punjab
in their tractors as part of a call
by farmers’ body Samyukt
Kisan Morcha (non-political)
The farmers’ body has raised
several demands, including
legal guarantee on the min-
imum support price (MSP). 

A drone was also used to
drop tear gas shells and keep an
eye on the protesters, PTI re-
ports. Farmers were seen car-
rying wet jute bags to shield
themselves from the e�ect of
the smoke released from tear
gas shells, the report said.

After talks ended with the
two Central ministers last
night, SKM (non-political) and
the Kisan Mazdoor Morcha
representatives had said that
the Centre has refused to ac-
cept their demands, Union Ag-
riculture Minister Arjun
Munda, said that a consensus
was reached on most issues
and a formula was proposed for

resolving some others through
the formation of a committee.

Sources in SKM (non-polit-
ical) said that during the talks
the government only agreed to
withdraw cases against farm-
ers filed during the 2020-2021
agitation and for the remaining
demands, it wanted to set up
another committee.

“What is the meaning of
agreeing to the only demand
which was a promise made in
2021 and yet to be fulfilled. The
government is not sincere as it
was informed well in advance
about the proposed march to
Delhi and the o�er of talk came
very late, still farmer leaders
agreed,” said a leader of SKM
(non-political).

CENTRE STALEMATE

He also questioned the panel
set up by the government and
wanted to know the outcome,
so far and alleged that it was a
waste of money as the Doub-
ling Farmers Income commit-
tee has elaborate recommend-
ations. The panel should have
focussed “only and only on
legal MSP”, he said. 

The Sanjay Aggarwal-
headed panel on MSP was es-
tablished in July 2022, eight
months after the government
repealed the three contentious

farm laws and recently the gov-
ernment informed that the
committee has held 37 meet-
ings and workshops across the
country. However, it has failed
to submit even an interim re-
port, a farmer leader pointed
out.

Referring to the deadlock
with the Centre over their de-
mands, farmer leader Sarwan
Singh Pandher, said, that they
did not want a new committee
concerning their demands as
agreeing to any such commit-
tee would mean putting the is-
sue on the back burner. Mean-
while, speaking during Bharat

Jodo Nyay Yatra in Ambikapur
district of Chhattisgarh, Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said that the party will
implement the “Kisaan Nyay
Guarantee” if it comes to
power. He promised legal MSP
and also implementation of the
Swaminathan formula on MSP.

CHAOS ON ROADS

As the curbs imposed by tra�c
police in Delhi have led to chaos
on several roads, even Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud, said,
he would accommodate law-
yers if they are stuck in tra�c.
If anyone has a problem due to

the tra�c situation, “we will
adjust,” a Bench comprising
the CJI and Justices JB Pardi-
wala and Manoj Misra told law-
yers. Even as all major farmer
bodies of Uttar Pradesh have
expressed their dissociation
from the “march to Delhi” call,
the security curbs with barri-
cades on the Noida-Delhi bor-
der and the Ghaziabad-Delhi
border have surprised com-
muters who could not find any
farmers on the road. Last week,
too, during the farmer’s
protest in Noida, curbs by
tra�c police led to the com-
plete closure of Noida Greater-
Noida expressway and a result-
ant chaos, even as less than ten
farmers with tractors were
spotted under Mahamaya fly-
over around 4-5 pm. 

Delhi Police has sealed three
borders of Delhi – Singhu, Tikri
and Ghazipur – and put up mul-
tiple layers of barricades at
various roads leading to the
Parliament and the central part
of Delhi. 

Besides, some entry and exit
gates of select metro stations in
central Delhi have been shut as
a precautionary measure. The
government has also closed
Red Fort complex for visitors
due to security reasons as dur-
ing the farmers’ protest in

2021, there were clashes with
police at Red Fort.

TIGHTENED SECURITY

The Rajasthan government has
tightened security checks
along its borders with Haryana
and Punjab and has also sus-
pended mobile internet in
three districts, mainly to pre-
vent WhatsApp forwards, o�-
cials in Jaipur said. 

Acting on two separate peti-
tions filed before it on the issue
of farmers’ march to Delhi, the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court has issued notices to the
Centre and both Haryana and
Punjab governments. While
one petitioner has sought dir-
ections from the court to order
the removal of all obstructions
on the highways, another has
pleaded for punishment for
protesters for blocking high-
ways. In a sudden turn of
events, the SKM (Non-Polit-
ical) received support from the
other faction of SKM, which
wrote a letter to the Prime Min-
ister condemning the Haryana
government’s action on the
protesting farmers. It has also
appealed for support from
SKM (Non-Political) for the
February 16 Gramin Bharat
Bandh, mainly called by Left-
leaning trade unions.

Haryana police use tear gas shells to stop farmers’ march
PARTIAL RESOLUTION. Govt agrees to drop cases filed against farmers during the 2020-2021 agitation, proposes committee for remaining demands 

Our Bureau
New Delhi

PILE UP. An aerial view of the massive tra�c jam on the 
Ghazipur border on Tuesday as police put up barricades to stop
the farmers’ ‘Delhi Chalo’ march ANI

HFCL bags backhauling
solutions order from BSNL

Mumbai: HFCL Ltd’s shares rose
after the company reported
bagging an order worth ₹141
crore from BSNL for
backhauling solutions. The firm
said the deal is HFCL’s
commitment as the first ‘Made
in India’ provider of backhauling
solutions for mobile networks
utilising unlicensed band radio
(UBR) technology. HFCL will
supply UBRs operating in the
5GHz frequency band with
1Gbps capacity. OUR BUREAU

Kalyani Steel has proposed to in-
vest ₹26,000 crore to set up a ti-
tanium metal and aerospace
components manufacturing and
integrated advanced speciality
steel and automotive compon-
ents manufacturing complex at
Gajamara in Odisha’s Dhenkanal
district, an o�cial said. 

The State cabinet on Monday
approved a special incentive for
the unit as it is going to be the
first aerospace and defence man-
ufacturing complex in Odisha,
Chief Secretary PK Jena said. He
said the State is committed to
fostering a conducive environ-
ment for growth and innovation,
particularly in the high-potential
sectors of aerospace, defence
and automotive manufacturing. 

Press Trust of India
Bhubaneswar

Kalyani Group 
to invest ₹26,000
crore in Odisha

The Punjab and Haryana High Court
issued notices to the Centre and the
States of Haryana and Punjab, on
two separate petitions filed about
the farmers’ Delhi Chalo march.

One of the petitioners has
sought directions from the court to
stay all “obstructive” actions by the
governments of Haryana and
Punjab and the Union government
against the farmers’ protest. At the
same time, the other has pleaded
for directions to ensure no highway
is blocked by the protesters and
those who do so are punished. 

The petitions came up for
hearing before a bench of Acting
Chief Justice GS Sandhawalia and
Justice Lapita Banerji. Speaking to
reporters after the hearing,
Additional Solicitor General of India
Satya Pal Jain, who was
representing the Centre, said the
court has issued notices and fixed
February 15 as the next date for the
hearing. The government is ready
for talks with the representatives of
farmers on any issue, said Jain. 

HC issues notices
to Haryana,
Punjab, Centre 

Press Trust of India
Chandigarh

QUICKLY.
SC to hear plea against
Sterlite plant closure 

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
will commence hearing on a plea
of the Vedanta group against the
closure of its Sterlite copper unit
in Tamil Nadu’s Tuticorin. A
Bench comprising Chief Justice
of India DY Chandrachud and
justices JB Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra asked the parties to
circulate short notes of their
respective submissions in the
case.PTI

Going green is no longer a
prohibitively expensive af-
fair. It pays to build a pro-
ject, conforming to the
norms prescribed by the
Indian Green Building
Council (IGBC). Contrary
to misconceptions, factor-
ing in the green norms
doesn’t result in the cost
escalation of a real-estate
project. From about 18 per
cent in the early 2000s, the
additional cost to meet the
Green-rating requirements
has come down to 2-5 per
cent, depending on the size
and nature of the project.

Citing the example of
the GBC building itself, he
said that the cost of con-
struction went up by 18
per cent in 2003, to meet
the green standards and
get a platinum rating in
2003 for the 20,000-sq ft
building. This came down
to just 1.7 per cent in 2001,

when 15.18 sq ft from In-
dospaceLogistics Parks,
Luhari (Haryana), target-
ted to get the same rating.
“Besides, the payback time
has come down to three
years from seven years,” C
Shekar Reddy, Chairman of
IGBC (Hyderabad), told
businessline.

“The best part is, the
project, will reap benefits
as the green elements in-
corporated will pay back
through reduced opera-
tional costs, including a fall
in energy spend. There are
intangible benefits too. A
green building with nice
ventilation can reduce ab-

senteeism,” he said. The
idea of going green with
buildings has caught the at-
tention of the people.
From nowhere in 2003,
when the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) set
up the GBC to promote
sustainability in the con-
struction sector, the move-
ment has reached a stage
where 11 billion sq ft of
space is green rated with
12,688 projects embracing
the movement. Though
started with a limited focus
in the initial stages, the
GBC has expanded the
bouquet and started rating
a variety of projects — res-
idential, commercial, in-
dustrial areas, townships,
railway stations, mass
rapid transport systems,
villages and landscapes, to
make the movement broad
based.

SAVINGS

“The green building move-
ment could save 8.71 bil-
lion units of power a year,

as 10 million urban homes
are IGBC-certified. It
could save 26.7 billion
litres of water a year. To
put it in context, it is equal
to the water required by a
city like Hyderabad for a
month,” he said. The
green-rated buildings
could reduce carbon diox-
ide emissions aggregating
8.1 million tonnes a year,
which is equivalent to tak-
ing 9.1 million cars o� the
road.

Shekar Reddy, who is
also the Chairman of CII
(Telangana), said that
green-certified buildings
make up about 80 per cent
of the occupants and are
thermally comfortable due
to good design and proper
operation of the facilities.
“About 72 per cent of occu-
pants are happy with the
overall lighting levels.
About 89 per cent occu-
pants are happy with the
visual environment and do
not have a problem with
glare,” he said.

KV Kurmanath
Hyderabad

Go green with near-normal project costs 

The South Central Rail-
way (SCR) has commis-
sioned the section
between Karavadi-Sur-
areddipalem for a distance
of 20 km, as part of the Vi-
jayawada-Gudur tripling
and electrification pro-
ject. 

With the tripling of this
stretch which falls
under Prakasham District
the entire stretch of 81 km
between Bapatla-Surared-
dipalem will have a third
line facility along with
electrification.

Situated in the Grand
Trunk route along the
Coastal region of Andhra
Pradesh, the section
between Vijayawada-Gu-
dur on SCR plays a vital
role in connecting the
northern and eastern
parts of the country with
the southern States.

This route has become
highly congested with the
steady increase in both
passenger and freight
trains. 

To decongest this cru-
cial section, the Vijay-
awada–Gudur third
line project was sanc-
tioned in the year 2015-16
for a distance of 288 km at
an approximate cost of
₹3,246 crore. 

The work is being ex-
ecuted by Rail Vikas
Nigam Ltd. Works have
been taken up simultan-
eously in all the stretches,
according to a release.

SCR commissions
third line between
Karavadi-
Surareddipalem
stations with
electrification 
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